Roles of 1994). Most of its institutions teach courses in English, and there is a high demand for proficiency in English at universities in Hong Kong. One of the ways in which these universities have managed to solve the problem of the increasing demand for English tuition is through the development of SACs. Consequently, all universities in Hong Kong have dedicated facilities for self-access language learning (Gardner and Miller 1997) . Although SACs were adopted for practical reasons, the development of self-access learning became a matter of more academic and theoretical interest with the establishment of the Hong Kong Association for Self-Access Learning and Development (HASALD) in 1991, to serve the implementation of SACs at tertiary institutions in Hong Kong (Morrison 1999) . The Association is a professional organisation whose members are educators from both the public and private sectors in Hong Kong in tertiary, secondary and primary institutions or in training institutions and from private businesses that are involved in the production of self-access materials. HASALD has international member countries such as Japan, New Zealand, Thailand and the United Kingdom.
Apart from Hong Kong, Japan is another country in Asia where self-access learning has been successfully implemented. The Japan Association of Self-Access Learning (JASAL) has played a key role in encouraging self-access learning throughout the country. The aims of the association are to provide a forum for members to disseminate knowledge and share ideas about self-access language learning, run SACs and develop learner autonomy (Mynard and Navarro 2010). The membership of the Japan Association of Self-Access Learning has increased in size as more SACs have been established in universities throughout the country (Hughes et al. 2012) . In addition to the association, scholars in Japan who are interested in self-access learning contribute to an international journal; 'the Studies in Self-Access Learning Journal' (SiSAL) has a significant role to play in disseminating research on and practice of self-access learning conducted by international researchers and practitioners.
Establishment of SACs in Thailand
English also plays a key role in Thai education because of its significant role for the country's economic and technological development. It has been part of the curriculum from primary school to university level. SACs were first developed at a university in the north of Thailand in the 1980s in order to promote learning English outside of class, and
